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The story of a school choir: Including children with autism to create
a bridge for contact
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This study examines the significance of an inclusive choir (comprised of school administration,
educational staff, inclusive coordinators, aides, and parents) on children with autism, from the perspective of
the participants. Twelve respondents were interviewed: two principals, eight educational staff members from
both regular and special education schools, and two parents of special education students. The findings
indicated that singing in the inclusive choir created a bridge for communication, space for empowerment,
personal growth, and promoting to the norm for the students with autism. The main conclusion is that the
choir is a supportive environment for the child, moving him forward socially. The inclusive choir enables
expression on an equal footing when singing as well as having a positive effect on the child’s

verbal and non-verbal communication and behavior.
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